
 ALL WORKERS MILITANT FRONT (W.F.T.U. Affiliate)

 5b,  Ag. Filotheis str., 105 56 Athens, GREECE, Τel. +30210 3305 219,+30210 3301842,+30210 3301847

Fax  +30210 3802 864, E-mail : international@pamehellas.gr    http://www.pamehellas.gr

Greece, Athens September 16th, 2014

To
Juan Manuel Santos Calderón
President of the Republic of Colombia
Carrera 8 No. 7 -26
Palacio de Nariño

Yesid Reyes Alvarado
Minister of Justice of Colombia
Carrera 9 No. 12C - 10
Ministry of Justice of Colombia

Eduardo Montealegre 
Attorney General of the Nation of Colombia
Diagonal 22B No. 52-01
Attorney General's Office

Respected sirs, representatives of the Colombian State: 

We,  the  undersigned  organizations,  we  write  to  ask  for  the  immediate  release  of  the
Colombian  trade  union  and  popular  leader  HUBER  BALLESTEROS  GOMEZ  and  other
Colombian  activists  who  are  unjustly  imprisoned  for  defending  the  workers  and  people’s
interests.

Huber BALLESTEROS G. was arrested on August 25, 2013. He’s an elected member of the
Executive  Committee  of  the  United  Workers-CUT,  leader  of  the  National  Federation  of
Agricultural Unions - FENSUAGRO FSM and recognized leader of the peasant movement. He
is part of the Patriotic Committee of the Social y Political Movement Marcha Patriotica.

We,  the  undersigned,  write  to  demand  the  immediate  release  of  this  union  leader.  The
charges he has been charged with are rebellion and terrorism financing.

We consider the arrest of this union leader to be arbitrary and that his imprisonment obeys to
a  strategy  of  political  persecution,  which  accounts  for  the  absence  of  guarantees  for
participation and the political  opposition in Colombia.  For us this trade unionist  has been
arrested for his political opinions, trade union activism and advocacy of his political project, he
has not committed any crime, contrary to what they are trying to make appear, especially if
you consider that the accusations come from reports of military intelligence, whose architect is
General SUÑIGA, who is casually involved in serious actions to intercept telephones and
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emails  of  the  peace  negotiators  of  the  government  and  the  insurgency,  currently  being
developed in Havana Cuba; Peace negotiations with justice that deserve our support and
backing, because they contribute to world peace.

We believe in the innocence of union leader Ballesteros and believe that his detention is a
serious violation of his human rights. The fact that a respected and internationally recognized
union  leader  as  Huber  Ballesteros  is  arrested  while  exercising  his  right  to  freedom  of
association, protest, thought and union activity shows that the government does not respect
human rights.

As  part  of  the  peace  process  that  is  taking  place  in  Havana,  violations  like  this  one
demonstrate the persecution of the political opposition, cast doubt on his the administration's
commitment to building a stable and lasting peace in Colombia and Latin America.

Therefore, we urge you to take the necessary measures to ensure the immediate release of
Huber Ballesteros and thus end the criminalization of social and political protest.

Regards,

The Executive Secretariat
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