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Key note speech of the General Secretary of the WFTU George Mavrikos
during the WFTU 70th anniversary panel.

“The social classes in capitalism, modern forms of class struggle and the
role of the International Trade Union Movement”

Sao Paulo - Brazil, October 2nd, 2015

Dear friends and comrades,
On behalf of the Secretariat of the WFTU,we salute the initiative of the Trade
Union Confederation of Workers of Brazil (CTB), that in coordination with our
other affiliated and friendly unions in Brazil, CGTB, UST, INTERSINDICAL and
other friendly organizations organize these panels on critical and interesting
issues.

These events are held in the framework of the celebration of the 70th anniversary
of the WFTU and is in the context of the resolutions of our Presidential Council.
This kind of events were and still are held in dozens of countries of the 5
continents. All these initiatives are an opportunity for young workers, young trade
unionists to get in touch with the class oriented trade union movement and its
history. The history of the WFTU, with its positive and negative aspects, must be
made use of, for our present and future, aiming to the strengthening of the action
of the working class, until its final victory.

The emergence of social classes

Many books, many papers, countless articles have been and are being written
worldwide on the issue of social “classes”. During the last centuries, the
ideological struggle on the issue of the class structure of capitalist society is
intense and lasting. It is constantly being heightened. So, as fighters of the
people’s movement and as cadres of the class struggles we have to acquire the
basic knowledge on these issues; we have to know the class composition of the
society we live in, of the society in the broader region and all over the world.

The correct knowledge and scientific analysis of class composition is an element
necessary for developing the correct strategy and correct tactics of the Workers
Movement. It allows the correct determination of the driving forces and of the
policy of the necessary alliances of the Working Class with the other popular
strata. The exact knowledge of component elements of the working class, also,
assists in understanding the priorities of the organizational targeting of the the
Workers Movement, the modern necessities for developing organizational
measures and adjustments.
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A priority among the duties of the militants of the people’s movement is the
exposure and rejection of the unscientific theories that ceaselessly (since as early
as the 19th century, but mainly during the 20th) propagandize the quantitative and
qualitative limitation of the Working Class, confining it only to “manual workers”,
or ,on the other hand, of those which stretch the limits of the social classes and
consider almost the whole population as being what they call “working people”. To
these two mistaken views, we need to add as well the -equally- unscientific view
promoted from time to time by certain reformists about the so called “leading” role
of the students, the “indignants”, of lumpen elements, of “spontaneous”
movements etc.

Under the contemporary conditions of the scientific and technical revolution, the
topic of class structure becomes even more complex and pertinent. Along with the
other central issue of the “nature of the state”, they are two top issues for the
Workers Trade Union Movement and its cadres.

The capitalist society is not a homogeneous society. It consists of classes, social
groups and social strata. These classes and groups are neither static, nor eternal,
but are always in correlation with the system of social production existing in each
historical period.

Therefore, in the primitive society there were no classes, because essentially
there wasn’t any private ownership. With the decomposition of the primitive social
system and the entry into the slave social system, people started producing more
goods than they were consuming. The goods became excessive for the
immediate needs of their producers, people concentrated them and started to sell
them, have profits, buy properties, develop commercial activities. Through this
process, some accumulated profits, acquired private property, became owners of
means of production. Others, who weren’t able to have means of production
under their private ownership, had to ask for work from those who were owners of
means of production.

This way, step by step the division of society into social classes, groups and social
strata was created. On one side, the owners of means of production and on the
other side, those who only owned their hands and minds. This way, gradually but
steadily the antagonistic position of these two basic classes started to appear.
Class conflicts begun. The first big class confrontation in history is considered to
be the revolt of Spartacus in 1st century BC, where more than one hundred
thousand slaves took part. On that matter, Karl Marx in one of his letters to
Friedrich Engels in 1861 writes: “Spartacus appears as the most famous figure,
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revealed by the ancient history ... A great general, a real representative of the
ancient proletariat.”

Feudal lords, aristocrats, landowners, emperors, popes, cardinals and kings
accumulated land and economic resources in their ownership and controlled
commerce. They became the first capitalists in their era, in the given -at that time-
system of social production. On the other side, the poor slaves, other independent
individual producers and manual workers were obliged -in order to survive- to
provide or sell their labor power in exchange for a remuneration. They became,
thus, the forerunners of the Working Class in their era.

Later on, as the land was accumulated by fewer, the farmers and their families
were losing their work and usually were leaving the countryside and were going to
the cities in search of work. Moreover, in the American continent, the selling and
transport of slaves to the developing capitalist economies had accumulated a
large reserve of potential workers close to the big industries, close to the big
industrial centers. In these areas, where we had a concentration of the Working
Class, the first efforts for collective class action, for unity of the workers against
the exploitation of the capitalists started to appear.

Basic and non - basic classes
In class societies we can distinguish between the basic classes, that have the
central role in production and the non - basic, various social strata that don’t have
a direct connection with the dominant mode of production. The class struggle in
capitalist society takes place primarily between the two basic classes and each
one of the basic, antagonistic classes, tries to carry to their side, tries to gain allies
from within the non-basic classes and the other social strata.
The two basic classes in capitalism are the bourgeois class, the class of
capitalists on one side, and the Working Class on the opposite site.
A capitalist is: the industrialist, trader, banker who has capital and makes use of it,
by hiring workers and using their labor power to increase the dimensions of his
capital. Those who take part in the production process as bosses, who receive
their income from the profits they gain selling the products produced by the
workers working for them, who exploit and profit from the workers’ exploitation,
from the surplus value produced by the workers, those whose income is large and
secures for them a comfortable life and accumulation of wealth.

Workers - proletarians: Those who do not have means of production under their
ownership. Those who sell their physical or mental labor power and receive their
income in the form of either salary, wage, hourly or weekly payment, those whose
income is small and have a hard time making ends meet, those whose job is
mainly to merely execute the instructions and directions of their superiors, those
who are oppressed in the capitalist system.
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Briefly, the basic classes are: on one side the class that owns the means of
production and, on the opposite side, the exploited, the oppressed class.

In the course of the centuries the basic classes have been:
 In slave society, the slave owners on one side, the slaves on the other side.
 In feudalism, feudal lords on one side, the peasants on the other side.
 In capitalism, on one side the bourgeoisie and the proletariat on the other.

The proletariat includes the industrial workers, but also the workers in commerce
and the bank employees.

The working class has strata as well, e.g.:

-- the factory proletariat, which works in the big factories, is concentrated and
constitutes the heart of the working class.

--the industrial proletariat, that includes factory workers, as well as workers in
other, smaller industries and workshops

-- the unemployed, who are the reserve army of labor

Non - basic classes
 Middle classes: are the sector of the economically active population who has

some of the attributes of the bourgeoisie and at the same time, some of the
attributes of the Working Class. E.g. self employed, who own some means of
production, but don’t hire any workers and work by themselves. Thus, they
have both an administrative and executive role. These strata have great
fluidity and mobility. A few of them move to the bourgeoisie, while others lose
everything and move to the Working Class.

 Peasants: In the peasantry, we can distinguish several categories with very
different characteristics: there are farmers who own large tracts of land, are
rich, who belong to the bourgeoisie. Other farmers, poor, farmhands, or some
who even own very little land, who have difficulty surviving and who are the
vast majority and are the closest allies of the Working class and a moving
force for social progress. The peasantry, the poor peasants, were a basic
class during the Feudal times.

Friedrich Engels in his 1894 work “The Peasant Question in France and
Germany” divides the peasants in: rural workers, small peasants, middle peasants
and big peasants. He also underlines that there are also latifundists and big
landowners, who constitute “undisguised capitalist business”.

 The intelligentsia: is a special social stratum. Under the conditions of the
scientific and technological revolution, their quantitative and qualitative
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presence is growing and is heterogeneous class-wise. For example, there are
doctors who work in their own practice, other doctors work in hospitals and
their only income is their salary and on the other side there are doctors who
own Hospitals, Health Centers and big practices and have other doctors
working for them. The same thing goes for lawyers, engineers, architects, etc.

 Students: Students are also not a homogeneous category class-wise. For as
long as they are students, they continue to belong to the class or social
stratum they come from, of their families. After the end of their studies and the
beginning of their after-studies life, either they return to the class or stratum
they came from, or they change their class, when they enter employment.

Criteria and limits of the Working Class
The definition of classes was prepared by the great thinkers K. Marx and F.
Engels with their classic works and was finally formulated by V.I. Lenin in his work
“The great initiative”. According to Lenin’s definition:

“Classes are large groups of people differing from each other 1) by the place they
occupy in a determined system of social production, 2) by their relation to the
means of production, 3) by their role in the organization of labor, 4) by the mode of
remuneration and 5) by the dimensions of the share of social wealth of which they
dispose".
On the interpretation and explanation of this definition many texts and papers
have been written. Some limit - narrow the criteria, others broaden and stretch
them out.

According to the dominant Marxist view, the criteria must be taken into
consideration uniformly, together, and not individually or by groups. If we were
obligated to prioritize one for its special weight, this would be the criterion “by their
relation to the means of production”, but without this criterion being the only one
that classifies somebody as belonging to the Working Class or not.

Some simple examples:
1. The Manager of a transnational corporation works daily, may not own any

shares, nor means of production, but:
 Is rewarded with a share of the profits
 Is remunerated with sums of money 5 or 10 times higher than a simple

worker
 Has administrative - directive, not executive role in the production process

This person may work many hours daily, may even work more hours than the
janitor who works in the same company, but the manager doesn’t belong to the
Working Class, but to the bourgeoisie.

2. A university professor, who receives a high salary, has decisive, directorial
role in the curriculum and the operation of the department, or the university in
General, has aides under his/her orders etc. belongs to the upper middle
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classes or even to the bourgeoisie. While, a teacher of elementary or
secondary education, who receives a salary, execute the curriculum decided
by others, belongs to the working class.

An educator who owns his/her own private school or University and hires other
salaried teachers, professors, janitors etc even if -as the owner- works more hours
than all of his/her employees, even if the operation of the private school has
economic loss and not profit, does not belong to the working class, but to the
bourgeoisie.
A high level judge, a general of the army, a cardinal, no matter how many hours
they may work per day, no matter how they receive their remuneration, belong to
the bourgeoisie and to the mechanisms of the bourgeois state. They are a basic
instrument of the bourgeois apparatus.

The role of the Working Class

The Working Class has some attributes that make it the vanguard class for social
progress, that give it the leading role in the course for democracy and socialism.
The most basic of these attributes are:
 It is connected with the large - scale production of wealth, that is getting

greater and greater with the concentration and centralization that is conducted
as a constant process.

 It is the main productive force in capitalist society, since it produces all
commodities.

 It is concentrated in the big urban centers, big cities, it is concentrated in the
big industrial centers and large factories.

 It is constantly improving as a class its educational level, its technical
knowledge, its experience and skills.

 It is the class that has the best discipline and militant disposition, militant
stability and consistency.

 It is the class that is best organized, since it has its trade unions and has a
wide, historically accumulated, experience of struggles and class
confrontation.

 As a class, it can express the basic economic and political interests of the
whole laboring people and unite around it the poor peasantry, the self
employed, the progressive intelligentsia etc.

 It is the class that, with the overthrow of the capitalist system, will “have
nothing to lose but their chains”.

These characteristics underline the vanguard role of the Working Class in the
struggle for social change.

In the modern world, these attributes are strengthened and make the Working
Class even more important, since it’s getting a better educational level, knows and
makes use of the new technology, knows -through internationalization- the news
from every corner of the world. This internationalization facilitates the workers
knowledge, the expansion of experience and the expression of solidarity and
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internationalism. The internationalization of the class struggles, gives the working
class greater strength, intervention at an economic, political and ideological level.

Moreover, the counterrevolutionary developments that took place during
1989-1991 in the former Soviet Union and other Socialist Countries, allow to the
International Workers’ Movement to study the errors, weaknesses, omissions, that
led to the overthrow of the socialist system and be taught by the negative
experience.

The deep and prolonged crisis of the capitalist system, the complex and big
problems generated by this crisis, oblige the workers vanguard to study all these
developments and thus gain new knowledge, new skills.

All these are the main reasons why the Working Class today is at the center, the
heart of the productive process and holds the “master switch”. By understanding
its role and its historic mission, building its unity and winning over its natural allies,
in a broad social alliance, it can change the development of things on all levels.

As Karl Marx stated: “The history of all hitherto existing society is the history of
class struggles”. Class struggles have overthrown the slave regime, later on
feudalism and tomorrow will overthrow the capitalist regime.
The three basic forms of class struggle

The basic forms with which the class struggle appears and develops are the
economic, ideological and political struggle.

The Economic struggle is the first step for a worker, for a unionist. It is the
elementary school, the ABC of the class struggle.

It is the simplest form that is understood by any worker, even the workers with
the lowest level of consciousness. Even this worker will feel the need to demand
a better salary, better working conditions, demand rights to social security, for
fewer working hours, for better collective agreements, better coverage during
unemployment periods and lay-offs.

All these economic demands push the workers to establish trade unions, take
part in the efforts of unions that promote such economic demands. Through
participation, they learn about strikes, about demonstrations, about the various
forms of trade union protest. They get in touch with the rich experience
accumulated by the World Workers Movement.

Through economic struggle, the Working Class can improve its economic
condition under capitalism, although it must be noted that the margins for such
an improvement are becoming narrower under conditions of a deep economic
crisis and of an increasing decay of the system of exploitation.
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At the same time, the struggle for improvements in the economic condition puts
in motion, activates broad masses of people, educates and prepares them for
the higher forms of class struggle.

It is of significant importance to always underline that economic struggle has
narrow margins, that it doesn’t always have permanent and steady results,
since the capitalists have many methods at their disposal by which they can
steal back the economic benefits that they have been forced to provide to their
workers as a result of the class struggle. They take with their one hand what
they have given with the other.

Because the economic struggle does not touch the root causes that generate
and reproduce capitalist exploitation, it cannot free the workers from capitalist
barbarity.

All these difficulties should not lead to the abandonment of economic struggle.
The struggle for economic demands is necessary for the popular masses of all
countries of the world and opens new horizons for trade unions and their
leaders. At the same time, however, it must be emphasized that in order for the
struggle to have superior results and more important victories, it has to go
beyond economism and to overcome its limitations.

A level superior than the economic struggle is the IDEOLOGICAL
STRUGGLE
The class struggle takes place according to the interests of each class. The
bourgeoisie tries to maintain and modernize the capitalist system in order to
earn more and more profits, while the interest of the working class and its allies
is to realize that the overthrow of exploitation and the construction of socialism
will be their only true liberation.

Class interests exist objectively whether one understands them or not. The
crucial point for the class oriented trade union movement is that the working
class should acquire CONSCIOUSNESS of its interests. The appearance of this
consciousness doesn’t happen automatically, but through a complex,
multifaceted and difficult process. Through a continuous process of evolution.

In their first steps, the workers observe injustices and inequalities that make
them feel anger, indignation and push them to have spontaneous outbursts. An
example of such spontaneous outbursts was the destruction of machines in the
18th century, because workers saw that the use of machines worsened their
lives and perceived as their enemy, not the capitalists who were the owners of
the machines, the owners of the means of production, but the machines
themselves.

Moreover, it is not self-evident that every worker can automatically perceive
that he/she is an integral part of a single - uniform class, sharing the same class
interests. The fragmentation, division, the disruptive tactics of the bourgeoisie,
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the reactionary role of religions and prejudices hinder the self consciousness of
the workers.

Studying the history of the trade union movement in different countries, we find
that during its infant steps, joint unions of workers and employers were formed.
Following that, we had common associations of mutual assistance, and later
and until today we usually have multiple unions in the same place, e.g. in a
hospital, separate unions for doctors, drivers, nurses etc. In the same town, in
the construction industry, for example there may exist different unions for
builders, painters, other specialties etc. Through this fragmentation, a fake
illusion is created in some that they are able themselves to achieve better
solutions than others and even -in some cases- at the expense of others.

There are also some cases, where some individual workers believe that their
difficulties are generated by bad luck or because they happened to have a bad
boss or for other entirely personal reasons .

So, in order for the Working Class to be able to interpret correctly the
developments, it is necessary that it achieves and absorbs the scientific theory
that shows them the way to their real liberation. Through this scientific theory,
the working class can become a “class for itself”and understand its historical
mission.

The scientific theory created by Marx and Engels is not an index of ready-made
solutions for every particular situation. The general rules, the general principles
that have general application should be enriched with the characteristics of
each country and each movement in the specific circumstances. But great
attention and care is required, because the historical experience of the world
labor movement teaches us that in the name of the peculiarities of this or that
situation, of this or that country, and through their magnification, the general
laws have been neglected and the road has been opened to opportunist and
reformist views eventually attempting to turn Marxist theory from a sharp
weapon into a safe instrument for the bourgeoisie.

These existing risks force the Class Oriented Labor Movement side by side with
the continuous struggle for the acquisition of the necessary ideological arsenal
for the entire class and first of all for its vanguard, to safeguard its rear from the
opportunists and their theories, agents and subversive efforts.

Political struggle is the highest form of struggle

The economic and ideological struggle are important and their role should not
be underestimated. But, the economic and ideological struggles are not an end
in themselves, but are subordinated to higher political objectives, the political
struggle of the working class. The political struggle is one that can liberate the
working class from exploitation and thus solve permanently the economics
issues as well. The political struggle is the one that can solve the issue of
political power.
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In order to conduct its political struggle, the working class uses -depending on the
needs and the situation- various forms and methods, such as demonstrations,
political strikes, occupations, electoral processes, parliamentary struggle up to the
armed uprising.

For the purposes of political struggle, the working class needs higher forms of
organization and - imperatively - it needs to have a political party.

The highest point of the class struggle is the revolution of the working class and
its allies for workers power, which will terminate capitalist exploitation and lead
through the workers' state to the abolition of classes.

The International Trade Union Movement

After the foundation of the first trade unions in specific branches or particular
countries or regions, the internationalization of the action, the coordination and the
solidarity between the workers of different countries started.

The first such effort was the creation of the International Workingmen’s
Association of Marx and Engels. The second effort took place in 1919 with the
foundation of International Trade Union Federation in Amsterdam which was thus
known as Amsterdam International or as Yellow International.

The next year, in 1920 in Moscow, the First World Congress of Revolutionary
Trade Unions took place, which decided the foundation of the Red International of
Labor Unions, an Organization which played a significant role in the anti-colonial
movement and supported liberation movements in the countries of the Third
World.

The Red International of Labor Unions was dissolved in 1943. The debate had
already begun, for the foundation of a new Trade Union Organization of the five
Continents. The defeat of fascism, the anti-fascist wind, the optimism and hope
that came with the defeat of the Nazis pushed forward this process. In October
1945 in Paris of France, a large World Congress took place with the participation
of 346 trade union representatives from 56 countries representing 67 million
organized workers.

In October 3rd, the foundation of the World Federation of Trade Unions with the
participation of all existing trade unions, from all countries was decided.

Until 1949, the WFTU was the only Trade Union Organization. In 1949 the
rightwing and reactionary Trade Union Organizations led by the trade unions of
USA, UK, Netherlands etc. split from WFTU and founded in December 1949 in
London the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU). These two
International Organizations continue to exist until today. The ICFTU since 2006
changed its name and called itself International Trade Union Confederation
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(ITUC).

Between the two International Trade Union Organizations there are great
ideological, political and trade union differences. The WFTU is based on principles
of class struggle, proletarian internationalism, anti-imperialism and the abolition of
capitalist exploitation. On the contrary, ITUC has embraced the notion of
class-collaboration, of the modernization and longevity of the capitalist system
and to support the imperialist ventures.

These two International Trade Union Organizations represent two different lines,
two different perceptions for the role of the Working Class, the mission of the
working class, for the socialist perspective of a society.

The Internationalism, a source of power

In older times, the way of life, the level of social production and the general
historic conditions made the development of internationalism more difficult.

With the gradual formation of the World Economy and when the financial relations
started to obtain global character, the Working Class became the First consistent
internationalist class.

The Working Class is the genuine internationalist class since:

a) The Workers have no individual property which divides people, they don’t have
interests that generate competition and hostility with the workers and people of
other countries.

b) The Workers and the working people of all countries have common interest for
the abolition of capitalist exploitation and capitalist barbarity.

The internationalism in the militant efforts of the workers appeared early in many
countries of the world and was expressed in various forms. But the appearance
and the dissemination of the Marxist Philosophy by Karl Marx and Friedrich
Engels changed forever the consciousness of the workers in the whole world and
was accumulated in the immortal slogan: “Proletarians of all countries, unite”.

Which are the basic elements, the basic characteristics of the Proletarian
Internationalism as Marxism teaches it:

1.It is the scientifically proven ideology for the COMMONALITY of interests of all
workers in all countries. They have nothing to lose but many to unite them.

2.It is the SOLIDARITY, the mutual support, the fraternal cooperation with real
class brothers.
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3.It is the RECIPROCITY, the equality, the mutual respect.

4.It is the VOLUNTARY basis of internationalism, that requires the understanding
that internationalism responds to the basic interests of the workers of the world.

The Internationalism of the Class Oriented Trade Union Movement does not
refuse the particularities, the autonomy, the right of the national trade unions to
solve on their own way their own matters, without this weakening the unity of the
world working class.

Since the appearance of the first elements of internationalism until the modern
times, internationalism has made big and important steps. One such step is the
foundation on October, 3rd in 1945 of the World Federation of Trade Unions which
celebrates this year its 70 years of life and action. The foundation of the World
Federation of Trade Unions opened new paths of internationalism and solidarity
between the workers of all countries and gave new possibilities to national trade
unions to exchange experience.

The 70 years of Action of the WFTU with its great contribution to the anti-colonial
struggle of the people, the anti-imperialist struggle, the class-oriented struggle of
the workers in the developed capitalist states, the multiform defense of the
national liberation movements in every corner of the planet, the struggle for the
democratic and trade union liberties, the practical confrontation with dictatorial,
authoritarian and undemocratic regimes helped large parts of the workers in all
countries to realize the value of internationalism.

Life itself helped the Working Class realize that it must not remain indifferent in
front of the capitalist attack against workers´ rights even in the smallest industry or
branch, that they must be concerned when imperialists launch an attack even in
the furthest corner of the world. In all the occasions, the International Working
Class has to stand in solidarity and to realize that its stance against the capital
and imperialism must be unified. This unified position is its tremendous power, its
invincible weapon.

The enemies of the International Working Class, the theorists of the capitalist
mode of production but also some reformists in the Trade Union Movement, in
their effort to attack the unity of the workers and serve this way the global capital
or to justify their concessions and compromises, develop theories and propagate
that internationalism removes the personality and the national characteristics of a
movement. All these enemies of the Working Class say that there is a
contradiction between the International Interest and the National Interest for the
people. They are against our slogan “Proletarians of all countries unite” and they
have phrased their own: “Everyone for themselves and God for us all”.

These theories not only are they wrong but they are also dangerous and
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unscientific. They are dangerous because they divide the unity of the Working
Class, because they project barriers for the unity of the international workers
movement, because they work to prolong the capitalist exploitation. They are
unscientific because they close their eyes to reality, to the fact that the laws of
development of a society are GENERAL LAWS that are in effect in every
Continent and in every country.

Marxists believe that the General Laws do not mean uniformity but that the details,
the multiformity and the local peculiarities should not disrupt the unity in the basic,
the unity in the main issue, should not weaken the main front, and should not lead
to the mistake of a battle between the national and the international.

The International Character of the Trade Union Movement

Each Trade Union has to struggle for the rights of the workers in its country. First
and foremost, inside its own country. As long as it helps the enhancement of
struggles in national level and as long as it empowers the class perception in the
particular country, subsequently it objectively helps the strengthening of the
international workers movement.

At the same time, attention and care is needed so that it does not form the illusion
to the masses, that the condition in the particular country are absolutely unique
and that no other country has similar conditions so as to limit its action and not
make use of the accumulated experience of the International Trade Union
Movement.

The utilization of the collective international experience, the creative and not
mechanical assimilation of this experience is an element of progress.

The tactic of the International Trade Union Movement is defined by many factors
which no one should neglect. Some are the place and time or the correlation of
forces. If one loses sight of these particular conditions in the particular place and
time and just makes a mechanistic transmission of his experience, it would much
likely turn out that what would have a positive development in one case might
have a negative development in another case.

In every case, the exchange of experience, the utilization of positive and negative
conclusions between militant movements, is necessary and is supposed to take
place though bilateral relations, either in trade union and workers forum, or though
international, regional and branch thematic conferences and Congresses.

The strengthening of the relations between Trade Union Organizations and
Movements should aim to the strengthening of the relations and friendship
between workers and people, to enrich their consciousness and to edify the Trade
Union Leaders with the principles of the proletarian internationalism.
New technology, the use of internet, the quick distribution of news and information,
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can be made use of by the trade union movement, so that its action can become
more immediate and broader.

Internationalist Initiatives

In the slogan formed in 1847, though the Communist Manifesto: “Proletarians of
all countries unite”, Marx and Engels condensed all the essence and the content
of internationalism and workers solidarity. The proletarian internationalism is for
the International Working Class an urgent need and it contains revolutionary
sense. As brothers, the workers of the world, have to support one another, to help
one another, to cooperate with one another and all of them together to promote
their common objective for the overthrow of the capitalist system.

Independently of nationality, race, language, religion the expression with all forms
of international solidarity is the foundation of the class-oriented trade union
movement. An element of internationalism, however, is not only the moral and
practical support, but also the proposals, the observations and the comradely
criticism to movements and trade unions when they are wrong in the tactic and
their choices. In order to help and not to undermine, this criticism should be
expressed in such a manner that it does not provide ammunition to the opponents,
that it does not step over the autonomy of anyone and having taken in mind the
general interest of the popular movement.

Throughout its course, WFTU has to show for great elements of internationalism
and solidarity. From the simplest forms of support to the most evolved forms of
class struggle. This solidarity is widely known to the countries and movements
that lived under dictatorships, in other movements that organized armed struggle
and to fighters and militants who in the hardest conditions of the class struggle in
capitalist countries were imprisoned.

Nowadays, during the period of capitalist globalization and the ruthless activity of
the multinational and the monopoly groups, whose main characteristic is the
generalized attack against the international working class, the international
coordination, the international solidarity and the common conclusions are more
and more necessary. Moreover, the imperialist aggressiveness organizing wars
such as the one against Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Iraq, against the people of Syria,
Libya, Mali, against Somalia and elsewhere can only be confronted with a
generalized international wave of internationalism between the people. At the
same time the enhancement of the international characteristics of the WFTU, was
a response to the tactic of ITUC which tried to present an independent profile,
while at the same time it supported the essence of the imperialist policies.

In these conditions, the role of the WFTU becomes more important. They are right
all those who say that the international coordination, the proletarian unity and the
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mutual support nowadays is a matter of life and death for many movements. For
this, the WFTU in its new course after the 15th Congress by enriching its
internationalist role attached great importance and developed specific and
multiform action. With series of acts and letters it has addressed the International
Organizations and has organized International Conferences against the attack of
Israel to Lebanon, WFTU has organized International Symposiums in solidarity
with the people of Cuba, Syria, Iran, Belarus, Palestine, Sudan, the Democratic
Peoples Republic of Korea, a world campaign of solidarity with the great struggle
of the steelworkers in Peru, a large world strike in all ports of the world against the
commercial vessels of Israel in solidarity with the Palestinian People, a world
Conference of Solidarity in the struggle, an International Conference in solidarity
with the economic immigrants. WFTU supported every way possible the trade
unionists in Colombia, in Philippines, simple workers in Kazakhstan, in USA, in
Canada, in the Arab Monarchies of the Gulf and in every part of the world. WFTU
unfolded an international campaign for the freedom of the five Cuban heroes
imprisoned in US prisons in Miami. WFTU organized protests in front of the UN
Offices calling for the debts of the Third World Countries to be erased, it passed
over memorandums to the embassies of many countries demanding the
satisfaction of labour demands. These and many more are the tangible actions of
the WFTU. These are not only words, phrases or papers without content being
pushed around, which is what opportunists do faking to care.

“True Internationalism is to work with self-abnegation for the development
of the revolutionary movement and the revolutionary struggle in our own
country and to support this struggle, this line and only that, in all countries
without exception”.


