
As a part of the international 
celebrations of the 70th Anniversary 
of the premier international work-
ing class organization, World Feder-
ation of Trade Unions (WFTU), in 
the capital city of India, New Del-
hi, the activists and leaders of the 
“Indian affiliates, AITUC, CITU, 
AIUTUC, AICCTU and UTUC as-
sembled at 4 p.m. on 3rd October in 
the Central office of All India Trade 
Union Congress, shouting slogans 
denouncing imperialism, neo-liberal 
capitalist globalisation and hailing 
WFTU  and its goals in the inter- est of the working class world over, they marched from AITUC Bhawan, 

DDU Marg and  proceeded to the 
central office of the Centre of Indi-
an Trade Unions, Ranadive Bhawan. 
The procession was led by the Indi-
an affiliates of the WFTU including 
Coms. H. Mahadevan, Tapan Sen, 
Aboni Roy, R.K. Sharma, Santosh 
Rai, amongst others.

A well attended meeting was 
held at Ranadive Bhawan presided 
over by a presidium consisting of 
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Coms. Hemalatha (CITU), V.S. Giri 
(AITUC), Sathyavan (AIUTUC), 
AICCTU and UTUC.

Com. H. Mahadevan gave 
an introductory speech explain-
ing the birth of WFTU in 1945, 
aims & objectives of the found-
ing congress, achievements of the 
world united movement, cold war 
leading to split and re-emergence, 
WFTU at the present time, Athens 
Pact, political and economic cri-
sis under capitalism, neo-liberal 
globalization, the future role of 
WFTU  etc.

Com. Tapan Sen, while trac-

ing the glorious path of WFTU, 
explained the present challenges 
being faced by the people, in par-
ticular the working class in India 
and internationally, exhibited en-
masse in the just concluded All In-
dia Strike on 2nd September, 2015, 
including by those sections of the 
workers who are not belonged to 
any central organizations & in-
cluding those who had no unions. 

Com. Achin Sinha noted the 
significant turning points in the 
world working class and political 
history under WFTU and stressed 
for continuation of the class strug-
gle.

Com. Santosh Rai, followed 
by Com. Aboni Roy dealt with the 
current issues affecting the work-
ers in India and co-related the 
world struggles to be carried for-
ward, involving all sections. 

Com. Giri while delivering 
vote of thanks on behalf of the 
Presidium members for warned 
the dangers on account of the 
pro-capitalist, anti labour policies 
of the Govt. of India, fully backed 
by the mainstream media, owned 
by the capitalists .

The meeting ended with slo-
gans “Long Live WFTU, Working 
class unity Zindabad”
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70th ANNIVERSARY OF WORLD FEDERATION 
OF TRADE UNIONS (WFTU)

3RD OCTOBER 2015

A brief Note on:

H.  Mahadevan
The Founding Congress
The  World Federation of Trade Unions 
(WFTU) was established in Paris on 3 
October 1945. The First World Trade 
Union Congress (Paris, 3-8 October 
1945) which voted to establish the 
WFTU was attended by delegates rep-
resenting 67 million workers from 56 
national organizations from 55 coun-
tries and 20 international organiza-
tions. 

The First World Trade Union 
Congress was preceded by the World 
Trade Union Conference held in Lon-
don from 6 to 17 February 1945 and 
which accomplished much of the pre-
paratory work. The London Confer-
ence was attended by 204 delegates  
from 53 national and international 
organizations representing 60 million 
workers worldwide. 

The Conference had as co-chair-
persons, representatives of the British 
TUC, the Congress of Industrial Or-
ganizations (CIO) of the United States 
and the All Union Central Council 
of Trade Unions of the USSR. They 
were assisted by three vice-chairper-
sons – from the CGT of France, the 
Chinese Federation of Labour and the 
Confederation of Workers in Latin 
America. Walter Citrine, General Se-
creta ry of the British TUC, was the 
General Secretary of the Conference. 
The foundation of the WFTU was thus 
seen as indicative of the new era that 
had opened with the defeat of fascism 
at the hands of the anti-fascist alliance 
of states. The working people and the 
democratic forces saw in that victo-
ry the new future of the world, where 
imperialism and colonialism would 
retreat and where freedom, peace, 

democracy and prosperity would ad-
vance for all humankind.

Basic Aims & Objectives of the 
founding Congress

The Constitution of the WFTU 
adopted in 1945 placed among the 
aims of the WFTU: “To combat war 
and the causes of war and work for a 
stable and enduring peace.”

The second resolution adopted 
by the First World Trade Union Con-
gress outlined the principles for a fun-
damental charter of the rights of the 
trade unions and their immediate de-
mands: the right of the working people 
to organize themselves; freedom from 
every form of discrimination based on 
race, creed, colour or sex; the right to 
work and to paid holidays; adequate 
rates of pay and a higher standard of 
living (housing, food, etc.); social se-
curity providing guarantees against 
unemployment, in sickness, accidents 
and old age.

The resolution on the “people’s 
right to self-determination” clearly 
put forward the slogan of national in-
dependence:

Achievement of a united movement
The first four years of the WFTU 

– 1945 to 1949 – showed the great po-
tential of a united world trade union 
movement. Despite the initial opposi-
tion of certain bureaucrats, the WFTU 
was given consultative status at the 
Economic and Social Council of the 
United Nations. The WFTU took the 
initiatives for the adoption of ILO 
conventions on the right of association 
and collective bargaining. Powerful 
support was given to workers’ strug-

gles for their rights and demands. The 
growth in membership and influence 
of the trade union movements all over 
the world has been most remarkable 
during this period. The world trade 
union movement actively helped the 
organizing process in the newly-inde-
pendent countries.

          
Intervention of the Cold War – Set-
backs, splits and Reemergence

The WFTU held its Second 
World Trade Union Congress, as 
planned, in Milan from 29 June to 9 
July 1949. Delegations from 61 coun-
tries were present at the Congress rep-
resenting around 71 million members. 
The Congress rejected the British 
TUC’s proposal to cease activities. An 
Open Letter was adopted by the Con-
gress addressed to trade union activ-
ists in the United States, Great Britain 
and other countries whose centres had 
pulled out of the WFTU, urging them 
to find a way to reach an agreement 
around common aims.

Objectives 
The WFTU proclaims its prime 

objective is to contribute to the eman-
cipation of the working people by 
means of struggle: Against all forms of 
exploitation of people and for obtain-
ing and guaranteeing living and work-
ing conditions for all workers which 
would allow them the widest possible 
benefits from the fruits of their la-
bour, in order to obtain for them and 
their families the time and the means 
to live in conditions appropriate to 
our epoch which is one marked by 
the headlong progress of science and 
technology: against colonialism, im-
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perialism, domination and expansion-
ism in the economic, social, political 
and cultural spheres; for the elimina-
tion of racism and underdevelopment; 
to guarantee sovereignty, freedom and 
security of nations, non-interference 
in their internal affairs, respect for 
their political, economic and social in-
dependence and the establishment of 
a new and just international economic 
order; for the right to full employment 
and the guarantee of this right; for 
full and adequate social security leg-
islation to protect workers and their 
families in the event of sickness and 
old age, and every other type of assis-
tance and social security; for training, 
education and culture for all workers, 
thus enabling them to gain access to 
any responsibility or position within 
their capabilities; for protection of the 
working environment, effective mea-
sures to maintain and promote ecolog-
ical standards and sustainable devel-
opment; for the achievement of social, 
economic and political democracy, the 
defense and development of workers’ 
and trade unions’ rights and freedoms, 
respect for human rights and the im-
plementation of the Universal Dec-
laration of Trade Union Rights; for 
the prevention of a nuclear war and 
the dissolution of all military allianc-
es and blocs; against aggression and 
war and to promote international de-
tente, the establishment of a just and 
lasting peace, peaceful coexistence 
and mutually advantageous coopera-
tion amongst all peoples and among 
States; an end to the arms race, es-
pecially in nuclear arms and the total 
prohibition and elimination of nuclear 
weapons; and progressive arms reduc-
tion leading to general and complete 
disarmament.

WFTU at the present time
Addressing the 103rd Plenary 

session of the International Labour Or-
ganisation (ILO), WFTU General Sec-

retary Com.George Mavrikos stressed 
the following points as WFTU action 
programme. 

1. We call for struggle against 
unemployment. The unemployment 
kills the dreams of young people. 
The unemployment is an enemy of 
the trade union movement and an 
ally of the capitalists. The WFTU 
has declared October 3rd 2014 an 
International Action Day against 
unemployment. 

2. The right to strike is in dan-
ger. Governments and the bourgeoi-
sie have their own lecture of Con-
vention 87. Their aim is to abolish 
the right to strike and place condi-
tions that make strikes impossible. 
It’s the duty of all of us to defend 
the right to strike. Strike is a unique 
weapon in the class struggle and 
even more in our times, when the 
attacks against the rights and con-
quests of the workers are constant. 
It is a right, registered in the Con-
vention 87 of 1948 and in national 
laws. 

3. Today, while we are discuss-
ing here in Geneva at the 103rd 
ILC thousands of our brothers, our 
colleagues are imprisoned. Many 
activists in different countries are 
tortured; the migrant workers dis-
criminated; Trade Union Democ-
racy denied and deplored. We shall 
have to overcome the hurdles unit-
edly conducting militant struggles. 

4. Despite having over 90 mil-
lion members which should en-
tail WFTU 5 titular members in 
the governing body of ILO, these 
seats are occupied by ITUC and 
others through undemocratic and 
non-transparent procedures. As in 
the UN system we have been de-
manding proportionate representa-
tion for WFTU in the world body. 
We will continue the struggle for 
democratic functioning of ILO’s 

governing body.

The Political and Economic Crisis
Neo-liberalism holds to a theory 

• That the State (or Govern-
ment) needs to reduce its interven-
tion in economic and social activi-
ties. 

• That labour and financial 
markets should be regulated in or-
der to liberalise the enormous cre-
ative energy of the markets

• That commerce and invest-
ments should be stimulated by elim-
inating borders and barriers to al-
low for full mobility capital, goods, 
service and labour.

We are witnessing a world-wide 
economy in which states are losing 
power and are being replaced by mar-
kets centred in MNCs which are the 
main units of economic activity in the 
world. 

Role of WFTU – the future
The Athens pact adopted in the 

16th conference of WFTU called upon 
the working class to understand that 
the war conducted against by the cap-
italists is not only economic and does 
not only aim at greater and deeper ex-
ploitation of the workforce but also it 
is a generalized war, ideological, polit-
ical, cultural, social and environmental 
one.

   WFTU has advanced the inter-
national campaign on Globalisation of 
rights – for public education, decent 
housing, clean water, free medicine, 
right to food. This is to be carried for-
ward. These basic issues should not be 
continued as profit providers for capi-
talists. The future campaigns, demon-
strations and other forms of struggles 
should be on the broad principles 
based demands.

On this historic day, the 70th an-
niversary of WFTU we shall re-affirm 
and carry the struggle forward to cre-
ate history.    
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PAME celebrates  70th Anniversary of WFTU

We Strengthen Class Struggle 
and Internationalist Solidarity We 
Honor the 70 Years of WFTU PAME 
held a militant protest on Monday, 
September 28, at the Ministry of 
Labour of Greece, demanding Social 
Security Rights and Immediate 
measures for the protection of the 
Unemployed. The Greek Government 
of SYRIZA aiming to impose the 
anti workers reforms of the new 
Memorandum, declared its intentions 
to attack whatever rights are left in 
Social Security, Pensions, and the 
trade union legislation. At the same 
time unemployment in Greece is 
officially more than 25%, and more 
than 50% for young workers. The 
protest of PAME, under the banners 
of WFTU, was also a militant honor 
to the 70 Year Anniversary since 
the foundation of WFTU, which 
will be celebrated on October 3rd 
. PAME will continue with more 
initiatives in honor of the WFTU 
and Internationalist Solidarity
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Message from KASBI. Indonesia 
On October 3rd 2015, KAS-
BI will hold demonstration 
in front of Presidential Pal-
ace Jakarta. Around 10.000 
members of KASBI will 
join this demonstration. This 
demonstration to commem-
orate 70 years of WFTU and 
as a response to actual situa-
tion in Indonesia.   
As response, KASBI against 
this policy and demand the 
government to fulfil 10 pro-
gram of struggle SEPUL-
TURA (Sepuluh Tuntutan 
Rakyat - Ten Demand of 
Workers and People):
 
SEPULTURA (SEPU-
LUH TUNTUTAN BU-
RUH-RAKYAT)

1. Abolish Contract-based 
Working System and Out-
sourcing System
2. Refuse Cheap Labor Pol-
icy! Implement National 
Minimum Wage!
3. Refuse Dismissal, Fight 
Union-Busting and Crimi-
nalisation of Workers!
4. Implement Women Work-
ers’ Rights and Protect In-
donesian Migrant Workers!
5. Trial and Jail for Vicious 
Employer!
6. Social Protection NOT 
Social Insurance!
7. Land and Natural Re-
source for People!
8. Refuse Privatisation! Es-
tablish National Industry 
Under Control by People!
9. Free Education and 
Health Service for All Peo-
ple!
10.Reduce The Price of Ba-
sic Needs
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Brazil: International Delegates arriving in Sao Paulo
70th
A N N I V E R S A R Y , 
BRAZIL

International delega-
tions from more than 
40 countries around the 
world are arriving today 
in Sao Paulo, Brazil to 
attend the Central Activ-
ity of the WFTU for Oc-
tober 3, 2015 hosted by 
CTB-Brazil dedicated 
to the 70th Anniversary 
of WFTU. The Activi-
ty will be adressed by 
the General Secretary 
of World Federation of 
Trade Union s, George Mavrikos. All our eyes are turned 
towards Brazil were the workers of the world honor the 
70th Anniversary of WFTU in the 3rd of October.

Simultaneously activities are hosted in various countries 
around the world.

THE SECRETARIAT

JOINT STATEMENT BY CENTRAL  TRADE UNIONS
The joint meeting of the Central 

Trade Unions held at INTUC Of-
fice at New Delhi on 30th September 
2015 reviewed in details the coun try-
wide General Strike of 2nd Septem-
ber 2015. CTUOs congratulated the 
working people all over the country to 
stage the biggest ever General Strike 
on 2” September against the anti-peo-
ple and anti-worker policies of the 
Govt. CTUOs also expressed gratitude 
to people from all walks of life for ex-
tending wholehearted support to the 
strike action by the working class.

CTUOs expressed serious concern 
over the repressive measures let lose 
on the striking workers by the gov-

ernments/managements in different 
places throughout the country. CTUOs 
opposed suspension of 15 workers in 
BHEL, Hardwar for taking part in the 
strike and demanded immediate with-
drawal of the suspension orders.

CTUOs denounced the brutal re-
pressions on ASHA workers in Telen-
gana striking continuously since 2nd 
September 2015 and demands upon 
the Telangana govt to sort out the is-
sues in consultation with the unions 
instead of pouncing upon them.

CTUOs call upon the working class 
to keep themselves prepared for fur-
ther united struggle if the Govt does 
not respond positively to the 12 point 

demands of the workers. The CTUOs 
also urge upon the Govt to respond to 
the message given by the countrywide 
General Strike in true spirit and imme-
diately resume negotiation with CTU-
Os on the 12 point charter of demands 
and implementation of the consensus 
recommendations of successive Indian 
Labour Conferences (43rd to 46th).

CTUOs call upon the workers and 
trade unions of all affiliations to wid-
en and strengthen the, unity of the 
working people realized through long 
process of struggles including strikes 
and prepare for ensuing phase of unit-
ed struggle on the just demands of the 
workers and the people.

INDIA 
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Moscow: The Labor Migrant Workers’ 
trade Union in Russia celebrates the 70th 

anniversary of WFTU. 
70th ANNIVERSARY, MOSCOW, RUSSIA

September, 26, in Moscow the Labor migrant 
workers’ trade union organized a traditional 
monthly seminar for the trade union activists. A 
certain part of the meeting was devoted to the 70-
th Anniversary of WFTU. The Chairman of the 
TU Central Committee comrade Renat Karimov 
and the member of the TU Central Committee 
Igor Midtsev, representing WFTU in Moscow, 
told the participants of the seminar about the his-
tory of foundation of WFTU, about the develop-
ment and the aims of the international class-orien-
tated trade unions movement. About the modern 
activities and the struggle of WFTU for the inter-
ests of working people, against imperialist wars 
and invasions and interventions, against racism, 
neo-fascism and xenophobia, for the future with-
out exploitation. With great interest the unionists 
listened about the participation of the comrade 
Renat Karimov in the International WFTU Con-
ference in Damascus this September, about the 
WFTU’ firm position of support of migrants and 
refugees – the victims of the imperialist policies. 
The solidarity statement, supporting the WFTU 
position was unanimously adopted.

 Speech of WFTU General Secre-
tary George Mavrikos at the Inter-
national Conference of WFTU and 
GFTU in Solidarity With the Syrian 
People held in Damascus, Syria on 

13-14 September 2015. 
“It is my honor to greet this very 

successful International Conference 
organized jointly by WFTU and the 
General Federation of Syria and 
ICATU in order to express the sol-
idarity with the Syrian people and 
the Syrian working class. 

Dear President of GFTU, brother 
Jamal Kadri, on behalf of the mem-
bers and friends of the WFTU who 
live and struggle in 126 countries of 
the five continents, I convey to you 
our honest, fraternal and internation-
al salutation.  We appreciate that in 
our invitation was accepted by 230 
trade unionists from 43 countries 
representing with the trade union 
organizations millions of members. 

Despite the difficult conditions 

they did not hesitate to travel to Da-
mascus to be on the side of the Syr-
ian people who the last five years 
suffer under the target of imperial-
ism. We are here:
 1. To demand that the foreign inter-
vention in Syria ends now! 
 2. To demand the immediate end of 
the blockade 
 3. To demand the immediate seiz-
ing of the economic sanctions and 
discriminations against Syria. 

Based on the strong foundation of 
the 70 years of internationalist soli-
darity in favor of the interests of the 
Arab workers and the people of the 
Arab countries, dear brothers and 
sisters from the Arab Organizations 
you know very well that the WFTU 
never let you down, never  n. This 
family we want to strengthen all to-
gether, make it more strong against 
the plan for the new Middle East, 
more strong for the interests of the 
workers. 

  The class trade union Organi-
zations of Europe affiliates, and 
friends of WFTU, condemn the 
Hypocrisy of the European Union 
and the Governments of its Mem-
bers states which is a provocation 
to all refugees and the working 
class of Europe. The EU, USA and 
NATO who cause the imperialist 
wars now talk words of sympathy 
for their victims. They are mur-
derers and hypocrites. Declaring 
their solidarity with the refugees 
and the migrants, the class Trade 
Union forces in Europe are tak-
ing initiatives and organising 
militant actions.

In Greece, PAME is holding a 

militant protest on Wednesday, 
September 23 condemning the 
hypocritical Summit of the EU on 
the Refugees and demands imme-
diate measures for the protection 
of all migrants and refugees who 
are uprooted by imperialist wars 
and poverty. In Cyprus, PEO or-
ganizes a campaign for Humani-
tarian Aid for the Refu    gees and 
will hold an event of Solidarity 
with the Refugees on September 
30th. In Portugal, CGTP-In is or-
ganized on 18 September a public 
debate on the Issue of Refugees 
and Migrants in Lisbon. In Italy, 
USB along with CISPM, a coali-
tion of asylum Seekers, Refugees 
and Migrants will be going to 

hold an International Demonstra-
tion in Calais on 25th of Septem-
ber and are calling for a national 
week of Action on 17-24 October 
2015 in Italy. In Austria, the Left 
Bloc is organising a militant pro-
test on October 3rd, on the an-
niversary of the WFTU declar-
ing the support of the class trade 
unions to the refugees.

WFTU calls all trade union 
organisations to take initiatives 
against the Anti-Refugee policies 
of the EU. Against racism and 
xenophobia. 

The class trade unions must 
multiply the initiatives of Soli-
darity and Support with the Ref-
ugees

Trade Union Action against the Anti-Refugee 
Policy of the European Union
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Commemorating the October 3rd, glorious 
founding day of WFTU, 70th anniversary day has 
been concluded in Kathmandu grandeur way by or-
ganizing a workshop on “Role of Contemporary 
Imperialism and the Sovereignty of the Third 
World Countries”.

 
Addressing from the chair of Chief Guest, 

the Former Prime Minister and Senior leader of 
CPN UML Comrade Jhala Nath Khanal said that 
the sovereignty of the third world countries are 
threatened by world imperialism. Appreciating 
militant role of the WFTU, he further remarked 
that the working class force must unite worldwide 

and firmly stand against intervention of imperial-
ism and regional hegemony. Earlier on the theme 
of workshop, a paper was presented by Comrade 
Dr. Vijay Poudel, a Marxist Economist and polit-
buro member of CPN UML. In the workshop, vari-
ous guest speakers like the president of a left wing 
National Peoples’ front Cde. Chitra Bahadur KC, 
Ex- Minister and President of the Communist Par-
ty of Nepal(United)  Cde. Ganesh Shah, Deputy 
General Secretary of CPN UML Cde. Ghan Shyam 
Bhusal and Cde. Ram Karki, Politburo Member of 
UCPN Maoist, also addressed. Almost all speakers 
focused on ongoing recent blockade of essential 
foods, petroleum products by neighboring coun-

Nepal
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try India and urged the Govern-
ment of India not to impose re-
striction on supply of petroleum 
product to Nepal.

The program was chaired 
by CONEP Chairman Cde. 
Biswanath Pyakurel. Similarly, 
Cde. Premal Khanal, CONEP 
1st Vice President and WPCM, 
had delivered a welcome speech 
and shared the glorious his-
tory of WFTU and future plan 
and program. Almost 300 union 
members including CONEP, 
NTUF, FENEPT, NEFON and 
NDFONT leaders participated 
in the program which was fa-
cilitated by the CONEP Gener-
al Secretary Cde. Shiva Kumar 
Adhikari.

PAKISTAN



Demonstrations  in Pakistan
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WFTU UNION IN PAKISTAN WINS REFERENDUM
Labour union water and sanitation authority Multan affili-
ated with Pakistan Federation of 
Labour union (affiliated with WFTU) win the referendum 
for CBA and received a Collective Bargaining Certificate 
for two years in water and sanitation authority Multan held 
a referendum for determination of CBA on 29/09/2015 la-
bour union received a 745 votes and opposite union Gazi 
union received a 345 votes So Labour union received a 
more then one third majority of votes and  win the referen-
dum and get a CBA Certificate in WASA. 
Report By: Nadeem Parwaz, General Secretary, PFLU
Office bearers and members of union

WFTU  denounces the Italian Authorities attempts to ban 
trade union activity and workers struggles in Italy. 

The last weeks a series of trade union actions called by 
USB Italy, WFTU Affiliate, were banned, by the Italian Au-
thorities. Last example was the ban of the demonstration called 
by USB for Friday October 2 against the plans of Rome’s Mu-
nicipality to privatize its services. This tactic is followed by 
the Italian Authorities escalating the attack of the Renzi Gov-
ernment against workers’ struggles. 

The same day, October 1st, in Greece the Courts called 
Illegal the strike of the workers in Press Delivery. Local Au-
thorities, courts and Governments in the service of the capital, 
all over Europe try to block workers’ struggles. To block mil-
itant tendencies. To intimidate the workers. Against the intim-
idation of Employers-Courts the strike of the workers in Press 
Delivery met great success. 

Against the banning and the intimidations of the Italian 
Government-Local Authorities the workers and trade unionists 
of USB will go on the realization of their demonstration. The 
class trade union movement of Greece, WFTU will be on their 
side.

After the dynamic strike of teachers in Kenya, 
their country’s Supreme Court deemed their re-
quest fair and 
ordered a pay 
increase of at 
least 50%. The 
g o v e r n m e n t , 
on the oth-
er hand ques-
tions the court 
ruling, while 
the President, 
Uhuru Ken-
yatta, claims 
that this would 
harm the state budget. Therefore, it proceeded 
to the closure of public schools in order to put 
pressure on teachers, so that they back off from 
their demands, while at the same time, the pri-
vate schools of the country are operating normal-
ly. Teachers, on the other hand, continue their 

struggle and call on the government to respect 
the court decision.

FISE (World Fed-
eration of Teacher 
Unions), member 
of WFTU (World 
Federation of 
Trade Unions) 
condemns the 
government of 
Kenyatta, who 
blackmails the 
teachers and sets 
even more class 
barriers in educa-

tion with this attitude. We express our solidarity 
with the fair struggle of teachers in Kenya and we 
call on all educational organizations participat-
ing in the FISE to actively express their support.

THE SECRETARIAT

FISE Statement on Dynamic Teachers’ Struggle in Kenya 
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STRUGGLES AROUND ASIA-PACIFIC

Crane collapse in Saudi Arabia kills over 100 people
The deaths of over 100 people from the collapse of a construction crane 

in Mecca is just  the latest  industrial  accident to have occurred this year (see 
here and here).   As the biggest  country in the Gulf region and one of the 
richest ,  Saudi Arabia has a huge construction sector that  employs mill ions 
of workers,  most of whom are temporary workers.  Many other migrant work-
ers are found in other sectors of the economy. Many of these workers face 
terrible working conditions as independent unions are not allowed in Saudi 
Arabia.

Four workers killed in garment factory in Lahore

Another four ship breaking workers die in Bangladesh

South Korean government increases offensive against workers

Philippines Airlines workers fighting back against new lay offs

Earlier this month, four workers employed by the Jeans Company were killed when the roof on their 
factory collapsed on them. Another 16 workers were injured. This roof collapse is just 
the last of a long line of industrial catastrophes in Pakistan (see here and here,) and 
reflects a corrupt political system that puts profits above workers’ lives. This company 
was producing clothes for major USA brands. This once again shows the brutality of 
a globalised economic system that scours the planet in search of the weakest and least 
organised sections of workers so that production costs are minimised and profits maximised.

The shipbreaking business around the world is a global industry where costs are pared to the 
bare minimum at the expense of workers’ health and safety. This week another 
4 workers were killed at the shipyards in Chittagong, Bangladesh when a gas 
cylinder exploded. Many others were left badly injured. These deaths are only 
the latest in a long line of dead and injured workers which is a demonstration of 
the criminal negligence of employers. Only through the building of independent 

unionswill workers be able to have a safe working environment and a living wage.

In South Korea there are two main trade union federations that represent 
workers, the Korean Federation of Trade Unions (FKTU) and the Korean Con-
federation of Trade Unions (KCTU). This week, in a tripartite committee com-
prising representatives from the FKTU, the Korea Employers’ Federation and the 
Ministry of Employment and Labor, a deal reforming labour laws was reached. 
This agreement will make it easier to fire workers and to vary their employment 
contracts in order to increase ‘flexibility’. The KCTU regards this as an attack on workers’ rights 
and is opposing these reforms. The KCTU organised a traditional head shaving ceremony to mark 
the start of a campaign to oppose these changes.

the  las t  few weeks  we repor ted  tha t  Phi l ipp ine  Air l ines  (PAL)  was 
once  aga in  lay ing  off  s ta ff  cont ra ry  to  an  agreement  tha t  i t  had  reached 
with  PALEA,  the  union  represent ing  PAL workers ,  a  couple  of  years  ago . 
The workers  have  not  accepted  th i s  and  are  involved  in  p icke ts  and  demon-
s t ra t ions  in  var ious  p laces  in  the  Phi l ipp ines .  These  la tes t  ac t ions  a re  an 
a t tempt  by  PAL to  des t roy  the  successfu l  and  mi l i tan t  un ion  of  PALEA.
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New Delhi, Sept.28 : The Indi-
an economy reportedly suffered 
a loss of Rs 25,000 crores due 
to the September 2 nation-wide 
strike by central trade unions i 
n protest against labour reforms 
proposed by the Narendra Mo-
di-led NDA regime, and impacted 
most essential services. Normal 
life was affected in many states 
as millions of industrial and blue 
collar employees struck work in 
the first nation-wide protest since 
Prime Minister Modi took power 
more than a year ago. Ten unions, 
armed with a 12-point charter of 
demands, also questioned the gov-
ernment’s decision to exclude fac-
tories, with up to 40 workers, from 
the ambit of labour laws. Sharan 
Burrow, the General Secretary of 
the Brussels-based Internation-
al Trade Union Confederation 
(ITUC), reportedly questioned the 
Indian Government’s intentions in 
working to improve labour stan-
dards.

G. Sanjeeva Reddy, vice presi-
dent of ITUC and president of IN-
TUC, and a former member of par-
liament, however, also expressed 
his dissatisfaction with the high 
membership fees, amounting to 
lakhs of rupees, being paid to the 
ITUC. He said, “I make large con-
tributions to ITUC Brussels and 
ITUC Singapore, but these funds 
are never used for our own prog-
ress, but used by the ITUC for its 
own purposes. INTUC pays 18 lacs 
annually to ITUC, which is a huge 
amount by any standards. Honest-
ly speaking, I have my grievances 

with ITUC. Our workers should 
get partnership in profits. After 
all, ITUC is living on our contri-
butions. How much power have 
they got, what can they do?”

Questions have also been raised 
about ITUC often shifting its fo-
cus from its prime responsibil-
ity of exhibiting solidarity with 
workforces around the world, 
and instead, condemning systems 
of governance in entirety. Reddy 
said, “I do not want international 
people to come and interfere with 
my work, because only solidarity 
doesn’t help. I have got my own 
organisation with three crores 30 
lakh workforce, my own funds. I 
will not accept slavery for mon-
ey or promise to help in our own 
cause.” “Our workers are living 
in far flung villages, and we have 
Rs.20 crore fund in fixed depos-
it. We are not asking for any dole 
from anyone,” Reddy added. “It’s 
my personal opinion that they ca-
ter more to workers in western 
countries. 

I have expressed this unreserv-
edly in my meetings. I am tell-
ing in my organisation this also. 
They are more concerned about 
the problems of the developed 
nations, the highly-paid workers. 
They should take care of the inter-
ests of Asia and Africa, and other 
poor countries”. “What is the point 
in being affiliated to ITUC? What 
is the purpose? We are affiliated 
only to identify ourselves with the 
international labour movement, 
that’s all. It is only psychological; 
it doesn’t make any real difference 
to us.”

Virjesh Upadhyay, General Sec-
retary of the Bharatiya Mazdoor 
Sangh, also voiced his objection 
on the ITUC’s meddling nature. 
“ITUC, being the largest confed-
erated body of the trade unions 
of the world, is facing credibility 
issues. They are losing their rel-
evance. They are not doing what 
they are supposed to do. Like 
some NGOs in India have been 
banned for hurting the economy, 
we are demanding that ITUC also 
be banned because they are not 
serving Indian concerns. They 
are carrying out agendas of other 
countries and organisations.”

Misutilisation of funds has 
been the central theme in every 
criticism of ITUC. They have 
also been allegedly accused of 
hiring the services of Essential 
Media Communications (EMC), 
an Australian firm, to give boost 
to their various campaigns, espe-
cially against Gulf countries, on 
social media. It is being report-
ed that they have allegedly also 
paid thousands of dollars to oth-
er agencies to exercise similar 
mandates.

ITUC reportedly gets its annu-
al funds from its affiliates in 162 
countries, which amounts to mil-
lions of dollars. It is, therefore, 
puzzling to comprehend why a 
self-sufficient organisation like 
the INTUC needs to reach out to 
a global body like ITUC only for 
moral support. (ANI)
[ Source:http://www.siasat.com/
news/indian-trade-unions-crit-
icise-ituc-faulty-fund-util iza-
tion-843657/ ]

“INDIAN TRADE UNION CRITICISE ITUC FOR FAULY FUND UTILIZATION”
Tue., Sept 29, 2015
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WORKERS PARTY OF KOREA (WPK)-Some Historic Facts
 KOREA                                                                        Pyongyang,                                                                           October 6, 2015

Workers’ Party of Korea 
(WPK) that has been leading 
the Korean revolution to vic-
tory and glory has its glorious 
70-year history (1945.10.10).

In the gloomy period 
of the colonial rule of Japa-
nese imperialism, the Pres-
ident Kim Il Sung founded 
the Down-with-Imperialism 
Union that would be root for 
founding the WPK afterwards, 
on October 17, 1926 in Jilin. 

In a meeting convened 
from June 30 to July 2, 1930 
in Kalun, the line was put for-
ward that the party should be 
founded independently by the 
Korean revolutionaries them-
selves on the basis of lesson 
of the revolutionary struggle 
of Korea and by method of 
extension of the party ranks 
after formation at grassroots 
level of party organizations 
deep-rooted in workers and 
farmers. In accordance with 
this line, the organization-
al and ideological basis for 
founding party was laid in the 
period of anti-Japanese armed 
struggle.

The President gave an 
energetic guidance to prepa-
rations for the foundation of 
party after liberation of the 
country without delay. At last 
a founding congress of Cen-

tral Organizational Commit-
tee of Communist Party of 
North Korea (a predecessor 
of the WPK) was convened 
on 10th October, 1945. Af-
terwards, he put forward a 
unique organizational line on 
building of a mass party in ac-
cordance with the prevailing 
situation and lawful require-
ment of party development. 
Thanks to his wise guidance, 
Workers’ Party of North Ko-
rea, a unified party for pop-
ular masses, was founded by 
merging the communist party 
with other workers’ party in 
the inaugural congress held 
on 28th August to 30th Au-
gust, 1946.

During the 70-year-long 
period, the WPK has demon-
strated its dignity and power 
as a revolutionary experienced 
party toughened through the 
struggle, an invincible party 
with unreserved support and 
belief of the people.

Today, the Workers’ Par-
ty of Korea, a revolutionary 
party of the working class and 
a mass party of the working 
people, has been strengthened 
and developed further more as 
a everlasting party of leader 
and a motherly party becom-
ing one with the popular mass-
es, by Kim Jong Un who adds 
luster to idea and exploits on 

founding party of the Genera-
lissimos Kim Il Sung and Kim 
Jong Il.

The Kim Jong Un gives 
wise leadership to  strengthen 
and develop the WPK as a par-
ty of Comrades Kim Il Sung 
and Kim Jong Il upholding 
the Generalissimos as eternal 
leaders.

To love and serve the 
people is the nature and fun-
damental characteristics of 
the WPK. The WPK displays 
its ever-victorious power with 
the history of respect on peo-
ple, importance on people and 
love to people, becoming one 
with the popular masses. 

Greeting the meaningful 
founding day of the WPK, 
great monumental creation 
such as the Paektusan Hero 
Youth Power Station, Edifice 
of Science and Technology 
and Mirae Scientists Street 
have been erected and vari-
ous colorful events including 
Kimilsungia-Kimjongilia Fes-
tival and National Art Exhibi-
tion are expected to be held in 
DPR Korea. We are greeting 
that day with wish of com-
rades and friends of foreign 
countries like you.

[ Source: Central Committee, 
GFTUK ]



PAME held a massive demonstration in 
Thessaloniki, on the occasion of HELEXPO. 
The class trade unions declared their clear 
position against the imposition of the 3rd 
Memorandum of SYRIZA. 

The demonstration was extremely mas-
sive with thousands of workers, youth, or-
ganizations of the self-employed and small 
farmers. During the HELEXPO the forces 
of PAME held a Press Conference, where 
they presented to the Media the List of De-
mands and the Action Plan of PAME for the 
next period. At the same time, the cadres 
of PAME visited workplaces, discussed with 
the workers and organized meetings in all 
sectors. Also, 

PAME participated via Skype to the sem-
inar hosted by NEHAWU, with participation 
of many South African trade unionists on 
“The Greek Crisis and the positions of the 
trade unions” The class trade unions stated 
clearly that the struggle against the imposi-
tion of the antiworkers’ measures will con-
tinue and must escalate after the elections, 
as whichever Government is elected will 
be in support of the capitalist growth, the 
European Union and will forward policies 
against the workers and the popular strata. 

 In this direction, the forces of the class 
trade unions will prepare National Action, 
with strike or Nationwide Demonstration 
the next period. 

Athens, September 7th, 2015

Massive Demonstration of PAME in Thessaloniki
Preparation of National Action Against the new 

antiworkers’ measures

Haji Muhammad Saeed Arian Founder/
Secretary General, and other functionaries 
of  Pakistan Labour Federation (PLF) Con-
demned the unprecedented union busting at-
tack Chinese-owned oil company Zhongda, 
operating in Kyrgyzstan and  dismissed an 
elected Trade Union Leader and blocked his 
access to the company. 

They said that this is the Violation of the 
National Legislation as well as ILO Conven-
tions 87& 98 and UN Fundamental Rights of 
Workers. They assured their fully solidarity 
support to the  Leaders of the  Local Branch 

of Industrial affiliate, Union the Mining 
and Metallurgy Trade Union of Kyrgyzstan 
(MMTUK) and urge the  Management at 
Zhongda to stop the Victimization of  Union 
Leader and reinstate the dismissed Union 
Leader Zhanaydar Ahmetov  who was dis-
missed illegally without giving any reason. 

They also condemned the management 
to challenge the registration of the Union 
and took the case to court claiming that the 
registration was illegal. They said that they 
will not tolerate these violations of workers’ 
rights in Kyrgyzstan.

(PLF) Demanded Reinstate the Union Leader and 
stop union busting. attack in Chinese-owned Oil 

Company Zhongda, operating in Kyrgyzstan,
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