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Excerpts from the closing
remarks by George Mavrikos,
General Secretary of the
WFTU, at the 17th World
Trade Union Congress,
Durban, South Africa

First of all, I want to express my
appreciation for the trust you
demonstrated by electing me as
General Secretary of WFTU.  With
my reelection, I feel an ever greater
responsibility towards you and I
commit to give all my best efforts
to the struggle for the strengthening
of the WFTU and the emancipation
of the international working class...

Allow me now to move on to
the Conclusions of the Congress.

My first conclusion is that this
was a Congress that was open,
democratic, class-oriented and
internationalist. A Congress that
befits and reflects the history of
the 71 years of the WFTU. We
heard 112 speakers from 103
countries. They spoke freely. They
made their proposals; they made
their criticism, some of them also
made self-criticism. Self-criticism
has a special value because it needs
courage to make honest self-
criticism and self-criticism toge-
ther with comradely emulation and
criticism are the basic tools for the
improvement of the militant...

The second conclusion by the
Congress is: There are new
organizational duties for all of us.
Even greater responsibilities for
our cadres. Greater tasks, more
serious expectations for the
organizational strengthening of the
class-oriented trade union
movement. Because only a move-
ment which is organizationally
solid, massive and militant can
effectively and successfully defend
its members and all the workers.

Therefore we commit in the
Organizational Level for: new
members in the WFTU; new
sectors in our TUI’s; new countries
and regions in our ranks.

Just now we approved the
affiliation of three new trade
unions in the WFTU from Russia,
from Angola and from the USA.
The affiliation of these particularly
important trade unions has a great
symbolism for the WFTU but most
of all it opens new paths for today
and for tomorrow.

Therefore, all of us here today
we vote in a unanimous voice that
the decision that we will put all our
efforts so that in our next Congress,
the 18th Congress, we will have
100 million members in our ranks.
We can achieve this target.

Our aim is to strengthen the
trade union movement in the base.
Inside the workplaces, in the
multinationals, in the sectors, in
the regions, in each country in
every corner of the planet.
We need trade unions that are lively
in the base, massive, uniting
workers against exploitation and
bourgeoisie. We want trade unions
of the base which will be real
schools for the working people,
teaching them everything that has
to do with class struggle. We want
trade unions that can operate within
the wide masses. Not closed clubs,
not bureaucratic leagues or small
elites but open militant schools.

I continue in the organizing
level, for us to underline the need
to improve the function of the
Presidential Council and the
Secretariat. Our meetings need to
be more substantial, more specific,
thematic and to avoid generalities

Build the class-oriented trade union movement of the future!

WFTU elects new President
The newly-elected president of the World Federation of Trade

Unions is South African trade unionist Mzwandile Makwayiba.
Born in the Ntlangaza village in the Eastern Cape, he became a
migrant worker at an apple farm in Grabouw in the Western Cape,
where his love for politics and the struggle began. In 1990, he was
hired by the Green Point-Somerset Hospital in the Cape as a
cleaner. He joined the Health Workers Union (a Cape Town based
union then) and was soon elected deputy chairperson of the shop
stewards committee. He constantly campaigned for worker rights,
and this led to him being elected the deputy president of the Health
Workers Union in 1992. Later that year, Health Workers Union
supported NEHAWU during a major public service strike. After the
integration of HWU into NEHAWU in 1993, he became the Deputy
Regional Chairperson of NEHAWU Western Cape.

Mzwandile Makwayiba was elected chairperson of NEHAWU
Cape Town Branch in 1993 up to 1996, and became the Provincial
Chairperson of NEHAWU in Western Cape in 1997, also serving
as the Regional Chairperson of COSATU in the Western Cape. He
was also elected into the PEC of the SACP in the Western Cape.

He was elected as the NEHAWU’s 2nd Deputy President in June
2004 and again in 2007. He was elected as NEHAWU President in
2010, and re-elected at the union’s 10th National Congress in 2013.

At the World Trade Union Congress, from left: General Secretary George Mavrikos; veteran South
African trade unionist Eric Mtshali; and the newly elected WFTU Presdient, Mzwandile Makwayiba.

and simple description of prob-
lems. We are not writers to describe
the situation in our countries and
our sectors. We are cadres, leaders
bearing the duty to accumulate
forces and to organize class
struggles in order to change the
world and make it socially just...

The women who spoke, the
young comrades, the migrants
presented vividly the organ-
izational need to enhance and to
operate the relevant Committees.
Working women, working youth,
migrants and refugees are right to
have many expectations from the
WFTU...

The third conclusion is the need
for the enhancement of our trade
unions on the ideological and
political levels. We do not operate
in a sterilized environment. We
live and struggle amongst friends,
opponents and enemies. Therefore
we need our Organizations and
our leadership to have a clear
understanding who we are and
where we go.

We are correct to struggle for
better wages. We are correct to
strike against privatizations, to
demand collective bargaining

agreements, better health and
safety conditions, public and free
education, better environment. All
these are within our basic role. We
have to continue to fulfill this role.

At the same time, as a trade
union movement, we have to
radicalize our demands. We have
to uplift the content and the forms
of our struggle with the direct aim
of the emancipation ofthe working
class from the capitalist exploit-
ation. To make the working class
the pioneer and leading class ready
to fulfill its strategic purpose.

It is a form of art to combine the
struggle for the daily problems,
for the direct and imminent needs
of the popular family with the
struggle that will uplift the level of
consciousness of the popular strata
who will not stand to live any
longer in this filthy regime of
exploitation. Hence, if there are
any who think “let’s fight today
for the wages and later I will fight
to enhance the consciousness of
the masses”, they are making a
great mistake.

You cannot fight against the
privatization of the mine for one
month of the year, and the next
year struggle to convince the
workers that wealth belongs to
them.

It is impossible to fight this year

for collective bargaining agree-
ments and a year later to say that
you will fight for emancipation.
Class struggle divided in sterilized
boxes does not exist.

Our main instruments for the
empowerment of our ideological
objective are internationalism, the
unity of our class and our militant
line of struggle...  A clear
ideological and political level will
help us in our confrontation with

the international bourgeoisie and
its mechanisms, its puppets inside
the media and the leaderships of
trade unions.

The capitalists today are better
organized in their own associa-
tions; they have stronger mech-
anisms everywhere, they have
controlled all the international
organizations, they have intensi-
=fied their aggressiveness against
the trade unions and the militants
of the trade union movement.

To correctly confront the attack
of the employers we must be
equipped with theoretical and
ideological knowledge so that in
combination with our organ-
izational power we can defend and
attack. Each time with success in
the time and place.

The fourth conclusion: We must
believe in our own power, in the
power and the superiority of the
class-oriented trade union
movement against the tactics of
the yellow trade unions. The
yellow trade unions are a danger
to the trade union movement
because in reality they divide the
working class, they support the
capital, the multinationals and the
monopolies. They are allies and
puppets of imperialism. The
yellow trade unions have many
financial resources to corrupt trade

unionists, to buy-off con-
sciousness.

As the family of WFTU, we
have to convince the new genera-
tion that the struggle is worth it.
We have to be the positive example
in order for the trade union
movement to regain its prestigious
position. Only the militants of the
class-struggle can undertake this
role and bring back wide popular
masses in the trade unions.

We have moral, ideological and
political superiority against the
yellow trade union leaderships. We
have moral, ideological and
political superiority in human
resources, our cadres.

We have cadres who they
cannot buy-off even if they spend
all the diamonds of the African
land. We do not sell-out our
ideology. We do not sell-out our
history. We do not betray our class.

I see in front of me comrade
Nazario from Peru and I recall
how much blackmail he received
in Geneva during June in order to
withdraw the WFTU statement of
condemnation against the Govern-
ment of Chile! In the middle of the
nights. Embassies of Peru and
Chile, Ministers, bureaucrats and
yellow trade unionists would call
him and threaten him! Nazario did
not bend. He did not give up. “I am
with WFTU” he said on and on
with pride.

...And there on the back is Emil
Olsen, this young comrade from
Denmark. He was kicked out from
the committees of his union
because he is in the WFTU. He
was asked to abandon the WFTU
or he would lose his job. He
remained with the WFTU. He lost
his job but gained tremendous
respect in the sector of construction
workers in Denmark who acknow-

ledge him as their true leader.
These are our cadres. This is

our treasury. This is the response
of the WFTU to all those sub-
ordinated trade unionists who
supposedly give us a friendly pat
on the shoulders saying: “My heart
is with the WFTU but…”.
Collaborators, you lie! You even
try to kid yourselves. Both your
heart and your pockets are with
the yellow trade union leaderships.

I conclude my dear comrades
with an appeal to all of you to
circulate openly, widely to the
masses the message and the
resolutions of our Congress. We
must struggle all together for the
implementation of the resolutions.
We must project the value and the
need of the struggles in themodern
world. To defend with all our
means the sacred right of strike.
To become genuine followers of
the glorious history of the 71 years
of the WFTU. To tell the workers
that when we mention the history
and the struggle of the WFTU we
do not do so out of nostalgia. We
do this to utilize the positive and
the negative lessons and to build
the strong class-oriented trade
union movement of the future.

And without a yesterday you
cannot build the today and the
tomorrow.

We honour our history! We
honour the martyrs of our struggles.
We have our feet grounded on the
earth and we are looking ahead.

All of us here commit ourselves
that with our action we will write
our names in the new,
contemporary, militant pages of
the history of the WFTU.

Long live the Working Class of
Africa! Long live Internationalism
and Solidarity! long live the
International Working Class! 


